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		  The Shape-Shifters: Master the English Participle

1. Circle the participle adjectives in the sentences below.

a. The buzzing sound came from inside the room. 
b. They say the haunted house was built in the 1800s.
c. The disappointed woman left the concert early.
d. The Secret History is such an interesting book. 
e. Please, don’t sit on the broken chair.

Answer Key: a. buzzing; b. haunted; c. disappointed; d. interesting; e. broken 

2. Complete the sentences with either the present or past participle.

a. The museum tour was rather ______. (bore)
b. I found the book captivating, but Marty was ______ to death. (bore)
c. I don’t consider astronomy that ______. (interest)
d. I guess she wasn’t ______ in your advances. (interest)
e. Kate was pretty ______ about her trip to Poland. (excite)
f. I was pleasantly surprised – the hike turned out to be quite ______. (excite)

Answer Key: a. boring; b. bored; c. interesting; d. interested; e. excited; f. exciting

3. Write down the past participle forms of irregular verbs.

a. drink - ________
b. find - _________
c. see -  _________
d. hear -  ________
e. bring - ________

Answer Key: a. drunk; b. found; c. seen; d. heard; e. brought

4. Fill in the gaps with the correct forms of the verbs below.

look • ruin • surround • know • consider • destroy

The (a) ______ castle is (b) ______ after by the estate manager. (c) ______ by over 500 metres of walls, the castle is (d) ______ to have 
been one of the most heavily fortified medieval structures in the area. Unfortunately, not much is (e) ______ about its history. (f) ______ 
by fire, the historical records were lost lost forever.

Answer Key: a. ruined; b. looked; c. surrounded; d. considered; e. known; f. destroyed
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5. Connect the parts of sentences to create participle phrases. Mind the context.

a. The bomb exploded, 1. she looked at me with care. 

b. Leaving the motel, 2. she called the police.

c. Smiling kindly, 3. destroying two cars and damaging the front wall.

d. Worried by his disappearance, 4. I left my key on the receptionist’s desk.

e. Looking inside the fridge, 5. I realised I had forgotten to buy eggs.

Answer Key: a. 3; b. 4; c. 1; d. 2; e. 5

6. Rewrite the sentences using a participle phrase.

a. Mary came into the room. She greeted the hosts warmly.

.............................................................................................................................................................

b. The Mazurek Dąbrowskiego was written by Józef Wybicki. It became the Polish national anthem.

.............................................................................................................................................................

c. I exited the building and loosened my tie.

.............................................................................................................................................................

d. Mary was cooking dinner when she noticed she was out of salt.

.............................................................................................................................................................

e. The movie was praised by critics. It received numerous awards.

.............................................................................................................................................................

Answer Key: a. Coming into the room, Mary greeted the hosts warmly.; b. Written by Józef Wybicki, the Mazurek Dąbrowskiego 
became the Polish national anthem.; c. Exiting the building, I loosened my tie.; d. Cooking dinner, Mary noticed she was out of salt.; 
e. Praised by critics, the movie received numerous awards.


